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Welcome to the Bailey School of Music
at Kennesaw State University!
A student-centered academic community on the move, we are
passionate about learning through transformative musical and
educational experiences. Music engages, heals, elevates, and
inspires. The Bailey School of Music’s talented students, expert
faculty and dedicated staff connect and empower people near and
far, and, in so doing, work to improve the world.
Nestled in the Kennesaw State University College of the Arts,
the Bailey School of Music enjoys an extraordinary ecosystem
of artistic expression and scholarship. Therefore, music students
enjoy both distinctive personal attention and the resources of a
thriving, large public university. What’s more, our Kennesaw and
Marietta campuses breathe and contribute to the dynamic cultural,
economic, and geographic assets of metro Atlanta.
Music makes for a fabulous journey! Here, you’ll find a world of
sounds, ideas, and possibilities on the stage as in the classroom.
Let us hear from you as we shape extraordinary futures together.
Jesús Castro-Balbi, D. M. A.
Director and Professor
Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music
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Program
UNDER THE INFLUENCE
Brian Blume (b. 1985)
FANDANGO 13
Michael Burritt (b.1962)
GROUNDED
Riley Hodges (b. 2001)
POSTLUDES
Elliot Cole (b. 1984)
INTERMISSION
JOSÉ/BEFORE JOHN 5
Hollo Aurél (b. 1966)
LOST IN THE JUNGLE
Christian Kilgore (b. 2000)
Nicholas Bryant, marimba solo
COLLIDE
Jacob Remington (b.1986)
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Program Notes
UNDER THE INFLUENCE
During the composition of Under the Influence, I was constantly
looking back and drawing on some specific and some not-so-specific
influences. Examples include my marching percussion/drum corps
background, certain composers or pieces I played or encountered
during my time at IU, the pop music I might have listened to in college,
or more generally the simple idea that percussion music can be made
from endless types of sounds, most of which I had never been exposed
to before college. This piece is an expression of gratitude for the many
people and experiences that influenced me and helped shape who I
am today. Whether or not the listener knows where a musical or timbral
idea comes from, I hope that the piece captures a part of my journey as
a musician - a journey I am still traveling every day.
— Brian Blume
FANDANGO 13
The percussion sextet Fandango 13 is a re-working of an earlier piece
for keyboard percussion quartet and from a larger work commissioned
by the West Point Academy titled Four Points West. I had thought
for sometime that expanding the instrumentation to include several
additional keyboards, hand drums and tom toms would make for a
more dynamic piece and could stand alone outside the context of its
original place within a three-movement work. I think of Fandango 13
as a virtuosic burst of energy from beginning to end. It was premiered
by the Eastman Percussion Ensemble at PASIC 2013 and dedicated to
those players who brought it to life so brilliantly: Brant Blackard, Chris
Jones, Sarah Gartin, Connor Stevens, Sam Um, and Andrea Venet.
— Michael Burritt
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Program Notes
GROUNDED
For the past 15 years, the KSU Percussion Ensemble has been fortunate
to have had wonderful composition students who just happened to
be amazing percussionists as well. There are two works on tonight’s
concert written by players in the ensemble. You will see the description
for Christian Kilgore’s Lost in the Jungle later in these notes. Grounded
was composed by Riley Hodges and is his fourth work written for
us. Riley uses rhythm in a way that is incredibly complex yet has
an amazing groove beneath everything. Grounded features Collin
Gregoire on cello, and Chris Nguyen on piano.
— John Lawless
POSTLUDES
Postludes is a book of eight pieces for a familiar instrument played in a
new way: four players, with eight double-bass bows, play interlocking
lines on a single vibraphone. The interplay of bows and hands tapping,
muting and touching harmonics, weaves an intimate and intricate
counterpoint that is as beautiful to watch as it is to hear: fragile, tender
and haunting.
— Program Note by So Percussion
JOSÉ/BEFORE JOHN 5
Aurél Holló: member of the Hungarian Amadinda Percussion Quartet:
appointed teacher of Béla Bartók Conservatory Budapest. Besides
percussion, he graduated in composition as well. Well known
percussion soloist. The composition José / beFore John 5 fuses very
different folk music styles into one piece. We can see and hear a
Marimba that is played from both sides in a Hoketus style, which is
very common in the Ugandan Amadinda music. We hear an Udu drum
from India, a Cajon from Latin America, a Spanish guitar played with
sticks, Burmese gongs, African talking drums and a Sudanese reed
instrument. Further instruments used are a crow call, devil chasers, a
police whistle, tambourines, crotales and castagnettes. Together this
influences create a powerful, rhythmic driven piece of music that tries
to show the differences, but also the similarities percussion music form
all over the world.
— Laurent Warnier
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Program Notes
LOST IN THE JUNGLE
This work featuring marimba and percussion quartet is my most recent
composition. The work uses a unique combination of instruments and
timbres to create an atmosphere that is unmatched in the percussion
world. Intricate rhythms and moving harmonies drive this work forward
and match the intensity of the wilderness around us. Throughout this
piece, I explore wonder, fear, and hope while telling a greater story of
discovering oneself. Through experiencing this piece, I hope that you
too can embrace being Lost in the Jungle.
— Christian Kilgore
COLLIDE
Written by Jacob Remington to depict the process of searching for new
subatomic particles (often referred to as “dark matter” or “anti-matter”)
at the Large Hadron Collider (17 miles in circumference!) developed
by CERN in Switzerland, Collide is a monstrous piece for percussion
orchestra that grabs you from the start and never lets go. Hang on
tight!
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Percussion Personnel
Anna Abdala

Matt Andrews

JT Battles-Garrett
Samuel Brooke

Nicholas Bryant
Jason Frey

Anna Gugel

Riley Hodges

Mack Jefferson
Dylan Johnson

Christian Kilgore
Jake Norwood
Matt Pate

Brandon Portalatin
Olivia Reeves

Arsalaan Sayani
Tyrell Smith
Alex Sotka

Malloy Sparling

Elizaveta Sukhai
Alec Yeung
Andrew Yi

SPECIAL GUESTS

Collin Gregoire, cello
Chris Nguyen, piano
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Biographies
John Lawless
John Lawless, Senior Lecturer, joined the music faculty of Kennesaw State
University in 1998 and became the Director of Percussion Studies in 2004.
Principal Timpanist of the Atlanta Opera orchestra since 1979, John held the
same position with the Chattanooga Symphony for 21 years. Since 1978, Mr.
Lawless has performed, toured and recorded with the Atlanta Symphony
Orchestra while maintaining a thriving freelance career as a studio and pit
percussionist.
A founding member of the Atlanta Percussion Trio, Mr. Lawless performs
hundreds of school concerts a year for thousands of children throughout
the Southeastern United States. Along with Scott Douglas and Karen Hunt,
the trio has been a performing group for 32 years, bringing educational
programs to children of all ages.
As a soloist, Mr. Lawless played several concertos with the Chattanooga
Symphony, including: The Olympian for 8 Timpani and Orchestra as well
as The Messenger for Multiple Percussion and Orchestra, both written by
James Oliverio. In 2009, Mr. Lawless performed Joseph Schwantner’s
Concerto for Percussion with the Cobb Symphony Orchestra. In 2014, he
performed the Southeastern premier of Christopher Theofinidis’ Marimba
Concerto with the KSU Wind Ensemble for the Festival of New Music.
A graduate of Georgia State University, Mr. Lawless’ teachers include Tom
Float, Jack Bell, Cloyd Duff, Paul Yancich, Bill Wilder and Mark Yancich.
Previous faculty appointments include those at Georgia State University,
Clark Atlanta University and West Georgia State University.
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Upcoming Performances
FACULTY PERFORMANCE: TREY WRIGHT
Thursday, January 20, 7:30 pm
Morgan Concert Hall
ArtsKSU: ANTHONY MCGILL & THE PACIFICA QUARTET
Saturday, January 22, 8:00 pm
Morgan Concert Hall
FACULTY PERFORMANCE: CHARAE KRUEGER & ROBERT HENRY
Monday, January 24, 7:30 pm
Morgan Concert Hall
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K E N N E S A W S TAT E U N I V E R S I T Y

Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music

Name-A-Seat
in Morgan Concert Hall

T

he Bailey School of Music is offering friends and
patrons the opportunity to dedicate a seat in
Morgan Concert Hall. Each dedicated seat will be
permanently affixed with a plaque bearing your name,
business name, or the name of someone you wish to
honor.
Your contribution of $1,000 per seat will immediately
impact the programs of the Bailey School of Music and
help to sustain the exceptional quality of music and live
performances at KSU for years to come.

To make a donation
or for more information, contact:
Kelly Smith

ksmit738@kennesaw.edu
770-912-2988
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470-578-6151 • arts.kennesaw.edu/music

College of the Arts
Prof. Harrison Long, Interim Dean
Dr. Peter Fielding, Associate Dean
Dr. Leslie J. Blackwell, Interim Associate Dean
Prof. Geo Sipp, Director, School of Art & Design
Prof. Marsha Barsky, Chair, Department of Dance
Dr. Jesús Castro-Balbi, Director, Bailey School of Music
Prof. Chuck Meacham, Chair, Department of Theatre & Performance Studies
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